Visit the Land of Water and Space
Guided tour of French Guiana and Europe’s Spaceport
25 October to 02 November 2018
Who should register for this trip? Anyone wanting to experience the Amazonian rainforest with moderate
physical activity (walking, swimming, kayaking), and interested in visiting one of the world’s most modern
civilian rocket launch sites and meeting with young employees working there. You should expect to spend
four days with basic comfort in several rainforest lodges and be prepared to sleep several nights in a
hammock – but with running water and bathrooms.
Will I see a launch? Launch dates can change after the trip is booked. Based on the launch manifest as it is
known today, chances of an Ariane 5, Vega or Soyuz launch taking place during the trip are about 25%.
Why in late October? Since most activities will be outdoors, the dry season (July to November) is the best
period to enjoy the country, as there is almost no rain, and virtually no mosquitoes.
The following programme was updated on 17 February 2018. It is subject to changes depending on
operations at the Spaceport.
DAY 0 – Wednesday 24 October: ARRIVAL in PARIS
To avoid any risk of missing your flight to Cayenne, it is strongly advised to arrive to Paris on Thursday.
DAY 1 – Thursday 25 October: Flight PARIS – CAYENNE and first night downtown Cayenne.
 09:00 am: meet at Paris Orly Airport, West terminal, Air France check-in counter for flight AF852 to
Cayenne, with valid passport, international yellow fever vaccination card and printed e-ticket.
 11:10 take off of flight AF852 for a 9-hour journey to Cayenne.
 16:15 local time in French Guiana: arrival at Cayenne-Félix Eboué International Airport.
 Pick up rental vans and transfer to check-in at hotel in Cayenne.
 Icebreaker activity. Dinner downtown Cayenne, at own cost.
DAY 2 - Friday 26 October: Cayenne MARKET and first AMAZONIAN RIVER experience
 Breakfast at the hotel.
 Sunbathing at the hotel’s pool/ tour of Cayenne: colonial city centre, street market, souvenirs, optional
lunch at the market, at own cost.
 Early afternoon transfer to Regina village. The bulk of the luggage will stay at the village – each traveller
will take only a small backpack with personal items for two nights. See packing list under “Practical
Information” below.
Board canoes for a two-hour trip upstream the Approague river. Welcome drink at the rainforest camp
and set-up bed or hammock for overnight stay. Bathrooms are equipped with showers and flushing
toilets.
 Dinner at the camp. Stargazing. Optional night walk in the rainforest.

JdD 17.02.2018

page 1

DAY 3 - Saturday 27 October: AMAZONIAN RIVER experience
 Breakfast at the riverside camp.
 Morning and afternoon: opportunity for swimming or enjoying the “natural Jacuzzi” in the river, fishing,
gold mining, enjoying the absence of Internet and cellular networks.
 Lunch and dinner at the camp.
 After dinner: stargazing and optional night walk in the rainforest.
DAY 4 – Sunday 28 October: CACAO Hmong village, ZOO and arrival to KOUROU
 Transfer to Cacao, a South-East Asian village in South America. Several thousand Hmong tribe members
left Vietnam after the Indochina war and settled in French Guiana, where they found very similar
climate and soil conditions to continue their traditional agricultural occupations.
 Lunch at the Cacao street market (at own cost).
 Afternoon transfer to “Zoo de Guyane” to observe the rich fauna of the Amazon.
 Transfer to Kourou and check-in at the hotel.
 Free evening. Optional dinner in Kourou, at own cost. Stargazing from the beach.
DAY 5 – Monday 29 October: full day at the GUIANA SPACE CENTRE (CSG), EUROPE’S SPACEPORT
 Breakfast at hotel and check out. Transfer to CSG.
 Briefings by ESA, CNES and Arianespace officials. Visit of Jupiter mission control. Operations permitting,
guided tour of the Ariane 5, Soyuz and Vega launch complexes, and the construction site of the Ariane 6
complex. Possible view of a launch vehicle or a spacecraft being processed for launch.
 The programme includes lunch in Kourou offered by ESA, and a visit of the Space Museum and Shop.
 Dinner in Kourou or Sinnamary.
DAY 6 – Tuesday 30 October: DEVIL’S ISLANDS
 Breakfast at the hotel and transfer to Devil’s Islands by catamaran boat.
 Visit of Saint Joseph and Royale islands, with remnants of the penal colony where prisoners were sent
from the mid-19th to the mid-20th century, and that inspired the Papillon novel and film. Today, the
three islands belong to the Spaceport and host a launcher tracking facility. Opportunity for swimming
and lunch at Auberge des îles restaurant, in the refurbished main building of the penal colony.
 Afternoon return to the Kourou hotel.
 Evening reception with CSG employees.
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DAY 7 – Wednesday 31 October: FAUNA at the Kaw wetlands, and stay on the FLOATING CABIN
 Breakfast at the Kourou hotel and check-out.
 Transfer to, and lunch at a forest camp near the wetlands of Kaw.
 The bulk of the luggage will stay at the camp – each traveller will take only a small backpack with
personal items for one night. See packing list under “Practical Information” below.
 Evening exploration of the wetlands and their rich flora and fauna.
 Dinner on a floating cabin, and night observation of small caimans.
 Overnight stay in hammock or bed, on the floating cabin. Bathrooms are equipped with showers and
flushing toilets.
DAY 8 – Thursday 01 November: Last FOREST WALK and SHOPPING, and FLIGHT to PARIS
 Breakfast on the floating cabin.
 Sighting fauna and flora with morning light, from the canoes.
 Optional rainforest walk.
 Lunch at the basecamp.
 Afternoon shopping opportunity, and transfer to the airport.
 16:30 check in for Air France flight AF583.
 19:00 take-off for an 8:30 hour journey to Paris-Orly.
DAY 9 – Friday 02 November: ARRIVAL at PARIS ORLY
 07:25 a.m. CET: arrival of flight AF583 at Paris-Orly airport, West terminal.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Compulsory documents:
 Valid passport. Nationals of the European Union or the European Economic Area (EEA) traveling to
French Guiana for tourism purposes and staying less than 90 days do not need a visa. For other
nationalities and further details, please use this official wizard: https://france-visas.gouv.fr/web/francevisas/ai-je-besoin-d-un-visa



International vaccination certificate against yellow fever. If you do not have this vaccination yet, you
should take it at the latest 10 days before your travel. Please contact a travel vaccination centre near
your home. The vaccination is now valid for your entire life (it does not need to be renewed after 10
years), independently of the date when you were vaccinated. You will be requested to show your
international vaccination card when checking in for your flight at Orly Airport. If you are in the Leiden
area, these two centres deliver travel vaccinations:
 LUMC Vaccinatiepolikliniek: www.lumc.nl/org/parasitologie/patient-en-zorg/reizigers-en-vaccinatie/

 GGD Vaccinaties op reis: https://www.ggdhm.nl/thema-s/item/vaccinaties-op-reis/vaccinaties-op-reis
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Routine vaccines: Make sure you are up-to-date on routine vaccines before your trip. For more
information, visit wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/french-guiana
Electronic ticket: you will receive your tickets by email at the latest 7 days before departure. You can
then check-in online if you wish.

Baggage and packing list
The flight tickets include free carriage of one piece of checked baggage of max. 23 kg, and one piece of hand
baggage of max. 12 kg (dimensions up to 55 x 35 x 25 cm). For more details, please use Air France’s baggage
calculator: https://www.airfrance.fr/FR/en/local/resainfovol/aba/BagCalculatorAction.do?method=jspProcess
These are recommended items for your packing list:
 Your European Health Insurance Card, if you have one – see more information here:
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=509&langId=en






Your smart phone and charger; your camera and charger. A power pack battery will be helpful in the
forest.
Light clothes for hot and humid weather: cotton shorts and polo or T-shirts: one per day is an advised
minimum. One set with long sleeves and long pants for the evenings.
Men’s clothing when visiting the Guiana Space Centre: it is recommended to wear long pants. There will
be no need for formal or business dressing anytime.
A small backpack for personal items during visits and during the rainforest stays, when we'll leave the
bulk of our luggage at a base camp. Hammock, blanket and mosquito net are provided by the
organisers. Packing list for rainforest days 1 to 4:
 Basic toilet items and two small towels. Sun protection (cap, cream, sunglasses). A light raincoat.
Mosquito repellent. Ear plugs in case you find the forest noises uncomfortable.
 Binoculars can be helpful for bird watching. A simple headlamp is highly recommended for night
walks in the forest, and for walking around the camps at night. See an example here:
https://www.amazon.com/Headlamp-Headlight-Battery-Batteries-Included/dp/B005FEGYJC/ref=sr_1_4?s=sportinggoods&ie=UTF8&qid=1478964960&sr=1-4&keywords=headlamp



A swimsuit. A pair of long pants. Closed sports shoes, long socks and long pants will be needed for
forest walks. Heavy boots are not needed.
Walking sandals or shoes that can go in the water. Indispensable for canoeing and river activities.
See
examples
here:
https://www.decathlon.co.uk/hike-100-boys-sandals-blue-id_8383933.html
https://www.decathlon.co.uk/hike-100-girls-sandals-pink-id_8383934.html

Staying in Paris: it is strongly advised to arrive to Paris on Thursday 01 November. Two affordable hotels are
located directly at the Orly airport and have very frequent free shuttle bus to the terminals:
 Hotel IBIS Orly Airport (€ 82.- for single or double room) - South Terminal - F-93310 Orly - T: +33 (0)
156 705 050 - E-mail: H1413@accor.com - www.ibis.com/fr/hotel-1413-ibis-orly-aeroport/index.shtml
 Hotel IBIS Budget Orly Airport (€ 60.- for single or double room) - South Terminal - F-93310 Orly
T: (+33) 892 700 210 - E-mail : H6917@accor.com - http://www.accorhotels.com/gb/hotel-6917-ibisbudget-paris-orly/index.shtml

Weather and climate: warm (+27 to +32° C) and humid (around 90%). Rainfall is nil or low, as the trip occurs
during the dry season. It is highly recommended to wear sun protection and a sun cap when staying in the
sun for extended periods and especially when on the water (river canoe, boat to Devil’s islands).
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Languages: All travel information, briefings and guided tours will be in English. The official language in
French Guiana, including at the Spaceport, is French.
Time zone: during the trip, local time in French Guiana will be 4 (four) hours behind Central Europe (CET).
Preventing mosquito bites: Although there is very low risk of Malaria, Dengue or Zika, and there are very
few mosquitoes at the places visited, it is safe to prevent mosquito bites at all times. At sunset and sunrise,
use mosquito repellent and wear long pants and long sleeves.
Medical care in French Guiana: Hospitals and General Practitioners in French Guiana comply with French
standards and give an excellent service.
Water: in urban areas, water from the tab complies with French regulations. In the forest, it is safer to drink
bottled water.
Money: The currency in French Guiana is the Euro. Major credit cards are accepted at hotels and large
shops, but not in smaller shops and restaurants. You will need some cash for up to four “own cost” meals,
your drinks at some meals, and small items like souvenirs.
Power supply: 230 V, 50 Hz, like in most European countries. Plugs are the same as in France.
Pictures: you may take pictures anywhere, including inside the Spaceport, unless otherwise specified. As
anywhere else, please ask foreign people for permission before taking a picture of themselves or their
property.
Communications: telecommunications in French Guiana are of excellent quality. If your mobile phone has
roaming service, you will probably be able to use it in French Guiana, but it is worth checking with your
phone company before your trip. Most hotels have Internet service. Cabins and lodges in the forest do not.
How can I be reached while in French Guiana? Your mobile phone is the best option. Before your departure,
please make sure with your phone operator that you have roaming service in French Guiana. The phone and
email details of the hotels where the group will stay, will be communicated to you in due course. While in
the rainforest trip, the mobile network will probably not be available.
Emergencies and personal security: a list of emergency phone numbers will be distributed on Day 1. A travel
insurance is included in your package, covering risks of missing your flight, luggage loss or damage, and
medical repatriation. While in French Guiana, it is advised to always remain with the group, especially at
night, and not to exhibit expensive items or jewellery. Valuables and travel documents should not be left
unattended inside the vehicles.
Accompanying tour guide: Juan de Dalmau has organized similar tours on a yearly basis since 1997 and will
be accompanying the group throughout the tour. He lived in Kourou and worked at CSG for 10 years.
Find out more:
 The YoungESA video clip (2018): https://youtu.be/74YYTMKKLTU
 The Spaceport. 2015: https://eandt.theiet.org/content/articles/2015/01/europes-spaceport-35-years-and-counting/




http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Space_Transportation/Europe_s_Spaceport/Europe_s_Spaceport2
The Sentinel 1 launch. 2014: www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9dRjYXncwg
The bridge between Brazil and French Guiana (in French). 2012: https://vimeo.com/43175112
The wetlands at Kaw (in French), 2015: www.lefigaro.fr/voyages/2015/02/17/30003-20150217ARTFIG00225-kaw-laguyane-cote-marais.php

Photos: Eric Wille. ESA-CNES-Arianespace- Optique du CSG.
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REGISTRATION FOR TRAVEL RESERVATIONS AND SPACEPORT SECURITY CLEARANCE
Group tour of French Guiana and Europe’s Spaceport – 25 October to 02 November 2018
First name(s) (as on passport):
Date of birth (dd/mm/yyyy):

Last name(s) (as on passport):
Place of birth (town, country) :

Passport number:

Nationality:

Country where the passport was issued:

Expiry date (dd/mm/yyyy):

Email address:

Mobile phone nr.:

Home postal address:
Terms and conditions
This tour is privately organised by Juan de Dalmau with advice from JAL Voyages and HAVAS, local tour operators.
email: juan@dedalmau.com ; Mobile1: +31 650 909 235 Mobile2: +34 665 207 394
Indicated prices include the following, as per the programme detailed on pages 1 to 3 above: flights Paris-Cayenne and
return with Air France in tourist class; travel insurance covering risk of missing a flight, luggage damage and medical
repatriation as per policy conditions; ground transportation in French Guiana (rental van, canoe and ferry boat);
accommodation in Cayenne and Kourou hotels, or in rainforest lodges, where hammock, blanket, mosquito net,
showers and flushing toilets are provided; breakfast plus one or two full meals per day; entrance fees and guided visits;
full-time escort by an expert guide.
The indicated prices do NOT include the following: travel from your place of residence to Paris or return;
accommodation in Paris; health insurance or medical care; extra drinks during meals; other meals than those indicated
in the programme above; increase of air travel taxes. Airport or air fuel taxes may suffer increase without notice. By
signing this form, you accept to pay tax increases, if any.
The programme may suffer changes in the order of activities in case of a launch or other Spaceport operations.
Each traveller will be required to provide additional information prior to travelling, such as dietary requirements,
allergies to food or medicines, a photo or scan of their passport, and to choose among a number of optional activities.
Travellers will also be invited to volunteer as van drivers or to other activities.
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